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This thesis aims to, from the perspectives of modernization and 
marginalization, explore the impingement that the minorities in Thailand have to 
meet and their response in the course of globalization . This thesis will be 
explored as follows: 
The first chapter gives a review of the situation of academic researches 
relating to the subject of this thesis. The second chapter gives a brief introduction 
to the history and ethnic problems of Thailand, which are the objects of my 
research. The major parts of the thesis are from the third chapter to the end, in 
which the third chapter brings forward the problems of marginalization, which 
include two types though they share the same background. These two types are 
unenlightened aboriginal and cross-frontier nationality.The fourth chapter 
analyzes these two types of marginalization in details, which revolve three 
aspects including the lopsided situation of regional development, weakening of 
political position, and the difference of religion and culture between the minority 
and the principal nationality.The fifth chapter is the pivot of the thesis. This 
chapter introduces the problem of marginalization from the point of the theory of 
modernization. The minorities have been drifted into the trend of modernization 
at the effects of outside force, hence it is unavoidable to see that the development 
of economy and society of the minorities were in the unbalanced condition. Both 
the rupture of the economy and society of the hill tribes and the losing of culture 
of Malay-Muslim had the effects of arrearage in the course of modernization. 
The sixth chapter is the conclusion. This chapter is the comparison of 
marginalization between the hill tribes and Malay-Muslim. Then the thesis 
discusses what is the impact of the international factors upon the minorities. The 
last part of this chapter is a further discussion on the modernization and 
marginalization which is the eternal theme in the course of globalization.   
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